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PETITION SCHEME  

 

1 Introduction 

1.1 The Council is no longer required by law to have a petition scheme. The current 

scheme was introduced in June 2010 in line with the statutory requirements 

that were in place at that time. The Localism Act 2011 leaves it to individual 

councils to decide whether to have a procedure for receiving petitions.   

1.2 Appended to this report at Annex A is a proposed revised scheme, which the 

Constitution Committee is invited to comment on and make appropriate 

recommendations to full Council.  

1.3 The revised scheme has been presented to Group Leaders and the changes 

proposed were supported.  Group Leaders suggested that a flow chart be 

developed so that the public could follow the steps required in presenting a 

petition.  A flow chart is appended to this report at Annex B. 

 

2 Background 

2.1 The revised scheme amends the scheme agreed in 2010 to reflect current 

working practice and feedback received from the public.  

2.2 The scheme has been redrafted so that it follows a more logical format and 

links across to the new flow chart.  The main changes are highlighted below: 

a) Recognition that paper and electronic petitions can be combined. 

b) The timescale for responding to petitions has been reduced from 28 to 20 

working days. 

c) The provision for calling an officer to give evidence at a scrutiny 

committee has been removed. 

d) More information has been included on the actions that can be taken in 

response to a petition.    

 

2.3 Advice and guidance on the petition scheme will continue to be provided 

through Democratic Services.  All petitions are received by Democratic 

Services and responses are co-ordinated by staff in that office.  This has 

worked well and has ensured that there is a consistent approach to responding 

to petitions. 



2.4 Members of the public will continue to have the opportunity to present petitions 

at full Council meetings subject to reaching the minimum number of signatories 

(5,000).  Lead petitioners are expected to run e-petitions through the Council’s 

website since the Council has no means of validating other electronic petitions. 

2.5 On rare occasions, officers have been called to give evidence to a scrutiny 

committee.  This requirement was included in the original legislation but in 

practice has not resulted in satisfactory outcomes for petitioners.  Officers were 

placed in difficult positions because of the political nature of the issues raised 

and scrutiny committees were not the appropriate forums for debate. This 

provision has therefore been removed from the revised scheme. 

 

3 Recommendation 

To recommend that the Council  

a) Approve the revised petition scheme at Appendix A including the 

associated flow chart at Appendix B.   

 

b) Include the petition scheme in part 5 of the Council’s constitution under 

‘codes and protocols’. 
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